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Astronaut Rick Mastracchio, who grew up in Waterbury and attended Chase and Crosby, came back 
this September to a hero’s welcome.  He made presentations to students at Chase Elementary School 
and at the Palace Theater, where groups of students representing schools from throughout the district 
cheered loudly when he appeared.  He also made a public appearance at Crosby High School and re-

ceived a key to the city in a special presentation at City Hall.  
    Mastracchio provided an insider’s view of life on the International Space Station utilizing a home mov-
ie which depicted everything from how supplies arrive (complete with special food treats) to how astro-
nauts “take out the trash” (via the supply ship, which burns up with its load of trash on re-entry).  He 
shared views of Earth from space, including a shot of Waterbury, which prompted cheers from the 

crowd.  
    During Mastracchio’s visit to the International Space Station, he kept in touch with Waterbury stu-
dents through postings on facebook. Students in participating schools and at PAL were able to track him 
in space using a geocaching device called a travel bug, along with its associated “hitchhiker” tags. At the 
end of the Crosby High School appearance, Mr. Mastracchio presented a representative of each partici-

pating school with its hitchhiker tag that had flown to the International Space Station with him.  
 
Shown above: School Superintendent Dr. Kathleen M. Ouellette, Astronaut Rick Mastracchio and 

Mayor Neil M. O’Leary following the Chase School presentation.  

Ribbon Cutting Held 

for Wallace Middle 
School Addition  

Wallace Middle School Prinicpal Michael LoRusso, Board 
of Education President Charles Stango, School Superin-
tendent Dr. Kathleen Ouellette, and Mayor Neil 
O’Leary officially cut the ribbon on Wallace Middle 
School’s new addition on November 25th. For more 
information on school construction projects and the 

ribbon-cutting ceremony, please turn to page 9.  



 

 

 

Student Awards / Honors 

Waterbury Arts Magnet School student Adam Pierce performed October 29, 2014 with the 2014 
National Association for Music Education All-National Honors Ensembles at the Grand Ole Opry 
House in Nashville, Tennessee. Mr. Pierce was one of 670 high school students selected to perform 
during this year’s concert, which included 350 vocalists from around the country. Adam’s sister Emily 

Pierce sang in the same concert last year. Adam is a junior at WAMS.  
 
Comcast named forty four high school seniors as recipients of this year’s Leaders and Achievers 

Scholarships, including Melissa San Angelo (Kennedy High School). 
 
Waterbury Arts Magnet School senior April Doolan has been invited to exhibit a photograph, Smiling 
Eyes, as part of the 4th annual Celebration of Young Photographers, to be held on December 6th 
from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. at The Litchfield Historical Society. The celebration will include photographs 

from students representing more than 30 schools.  
 
Lauren O. Berger, WAMS, has been named a Commended Student in the 2015 National Merit Schol-
arship Program.  A Letter of Commendation from the school and National Merit Scholarship Corpo-
ration (NMSC), which conducts the program, will be presented by the principal to this scholastically 

talented senior. 
 
Wilby High School’s AP Studio Art students had a 100% passing rate for the AP exam last 
year. The class has been offered since 2005 and has averaged an 82% rate over those years. 
Mrs. Pulit, the teacher, invites college representatives into her classroom to speak to stu-
dents about art as a career and what they need to know to succeed as art students in their 
programs. The students recently welcomed a very special guest, a Wilby graduate, Arielle 
Daughma, who spoke about her experience as an art student at the University of Hartford 

Art School.   
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Exhibitors at this year’s Smaller Manufacturers Association’s STEM/Manufacturing & Technology Expo 
included students representing the Nuts N Bolts of Fury team at Kennedy High School and the Elec-
trathon car team from Wilby High School. Students visiting the expo had the opportunity to speak with 
area smaller manufacturers about future job opportunities in the STEM fields (science, technology, engi-

neering and math).  

STEM Expo Included 

Waterbury Students! 



Other Teacher / Staff Awards and Honors 
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• Dr. Kathleen Ouellette received the education award from the Waterbury Neighborhood Council. 

• Anne Marie Cullinan was honored recently as the 2014 Life Award Honoree at the Carolyn’s Place 22nd annual din-

ner. Other honorees included Wesley Wensek, Volunteer Service Awardee, and Sister Suzanne Gross, Ministry 

Award Honoree. Anne Marie was honored for her implementation of the Support for Pregnant and Parenting Teens 

Grant in our schools. Waterbury provided services to 227 students in the past three years, including both young 

mothers and young fathers.  

• Staywell Health Center named  Anne Marie Cullinan, Chief Academic Officer, and Janet Ciarleglio, School-Based 

Health Center Coordinator, as 2014 Healthcare Champions. The pair were honored during the Summer’s End Fete at 

La Bella Vista. 

• The Crownbrook Neighborhood Association Award was given this year to parent liaison Rubis Collado (formerly 

Kingsbury School, now Waterbury Career Academy). Fanny Marone, Vice President, explained, “Rubis has been a 

supporter of the Crownbrook Neighborhood Association since she moved to Waterbury six years ago …” Rubis and 

her family have participated in numerous Crownbrook Neighborhood Association activities, including the Fron Porch 

program, for which she received an Outstanding Volunteer Award.  

 

Kennedy Football 

Coaches Velasquez 

and Thompson 
Honored at Board 

of Education 

Meeting   

The Waterbury Board of Education and School Superintendent Dr. Kathleen Ouellette honored two Kennedy 
High School football coaches, Gil Velasquez and Roy Thompson, on November 6th for the bravery the two 
coaches displayed in defending one of their players who was attacked and robbed prior to football practice earlier 
this year.  The two coaches had arrived at Chase Park for a football practice when they heard one of their players 
calling for help. The two ran over and pulled the two attackers off the freshman player, then dialed 911. Before 
help could arrive, the two attackers turned on Mr. Velasquez, who suffered cracked ribs, a fractured eye socket 
and contusions. The student who was attacked suffered only minor injuries thanks to the coaches’ intervention. 

The two attackers were arrested and charged with second degree assault and attempted robbery. 
 
Dr. Ouellette explained, “Gil Velasquez was planning to give a speech to the Kennedy Eagle football players. I can 
imagine that he had words planned to inspire and motivate the players but sometimes there are things that inter-
vene and, sometimes, there are other ways to teach inspiration and motivation.. It’s called courage and it’s called 

living your core values.” 
 
She went on to say, “I know that I speak for the district and all of our citizens when I express our appreciation for 
your acts of heroism. You taught us lessons that transcend the walls of our classrooms. You taught us about com-

passion, about selflessness and about taking care of others—and you did it all without giving that speech!” 
 



will be most helpful to those 
who will be accessing and using 
the CT Early Learning Stand-

ards.   
 
Please convey or forward this 
information to any home day-
care providers you may know 
regarding their interest in join-
ing a Focus Group on Decem-
ber 6th from 9:00 am-11:00 am 
at UCONN UCEDD office 270 

From Bridge to Success: 
 
The Office of Early Childhood 
and the UConn Center for 
Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities is currently focused 
on the needs of young children 
with disabilities and children 
who are dual language learn-
ers.  They are reaching out to 
Home Daycare providers to 
gain information about what 

Farmington Ave., Exchange Build-
ing #4, Suite 18,  Farmington, 
CT.  To register, click on this 
link: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/

G6X88ZW. 
  
If you have any questions  - please 
contact Bethanne Vergean @ 860
-679-1501 or 

email Vergean@uchc.edu 

Reaching out to Home Daycare Providers 

Partners In Education— 

At their June meeting, the US Conference of Mayors passed a resolution declaring Thursday, September 18, 
2014 The National "Blessings in a Backpack Day. "  Here in Waterbury, the Cigna Foundation supports Blessings 
in a Backpack at Wilson School. Cigna Foundation pledged its support for a Blessings in a Backpack commitment 
to the school for two years, starting last year. Once again this year, students at Wilson School will receive food 

items to take home with them on the weekends.  
 
Representatives of the Southbury Training School presented us with a donation of about four dozen book bags, 
filled with school supplies, for our students, which we have distributed within several schools. The bookbags 

included age appropriate supplies for students throughout our grades. 
 
Gently-Used Books Available  for Waterbury Children! The summer book collection spearheaded by Atty. Wil-
liam Bumpus and Alderwoman Stephanie Cummings that benefited the Waterbury Reads summer program, and 
a recent book drive conducted by the students at Sacred Heart High School, have netted a total of over 1,000 
gently-used books that are being made available to Waterbury children!  If you have a need for books, please 
contact Tina Agati at Literacy Volunteers of Greater Waterbury by emailing tagati@waterburyct.org or calling 

203-754-1164. 
 
Skye Cable Channel 96 will air its annual "Holiday Video Greetings" over the Christmas Holiday on a loop. If 
any schools are interested in submitting a segment please contact Lisa Lowry at skyecable@aol.com or 203-755
-1113 Monday through Thursday.  The segment can be as short as one minute or as long as fifteen-minutes.  
Please make sure the DVD is finalized unless you are providing a digital file.  Please have all DVDs to Lisa by no 

later than Friday, December 19.  
 
Shop Rite is once again offering schools an opportunity  to participate in the ShopRite for Education program. 
Last year, Waterbury Public Schools earned $6,028 in free school equipment. This year, the Tornaquindici Fami-
ly ShopRite stores have vowed to contribute $40,000 to local schools in Connecticut . Schools who wish to 
participate need to sign up for the program and then promote the program to parents and others. Points are 
earned when a parent or community member enrolls their ShopRite PricePlus card.  Schools redeem points at 

the end of the year for equipment such as computers, musical instruments, and art supplies.  
 
Bridge to Success is beginning a “Community Messengers” program which will help provide families with infor-

mation about resources available to them in the area.  
  
   Continued on page 12 —— 
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Students and School Staff Giving Back  —- 
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For the past nine years, the Waterbury Republican-American newspaper has hosted the Bob Veillette 5K Road Race and 
Walk to help their beloved managing editor stay in his home.  Bob was diagnosed with locked-in syndrome, a rare neurologi-
cal disorder for which there is no cure or standard course of treatment. Prior to this year’s race, the newspaper issued the 
city a challenge: The Clock Tower vs. City Hall.  Mayor O’Leary accepted the challenge and asked City employees to walk or 
run on behalf of the City Hall team.  The city provided team t-shirts. The race took place Saturday, September 6th, at 8:30 

a.m. in Library Park.   
Waterbury’s team included Mayor Neil M. O’Leary, President of the Board of Aldermen Paul Perenerewski, Jr.. 

Waterbury Public School students wrote a total of 2,334 letters to wounded soldiers at 

Walter Reed Na�onal Military Military Medical Center or Fort Belvoir Community Hospital 

in Virginia as part of the Teamsters Dear Soldier campaign.  Par�cipa�ng schools included: 

Bucks Hill, Bunker Hill, Carrington, Chase, Wendell Cross, Driggs, Duggan, Gilmar�n, Hope-

ville, Kingsbury, Reed, Regan, Rotella, Tinker,Walsh, Washington, and State Street.  Walsh 

School students created a huge bannerFor more informa�on on the Dear Soldier program, 

the web site is h,p://teamsterslocal769.org/power/h-r-c/dear-soldier-campaign/ 

Raymour & Flanagan hosted “A Concert for Heroes” in recognition of Team Rubicon, a non-profit organ-
ization that utilizes the skills of veterans and first responders in disaster relief situations, on Wednesday, 
October 1 at their store here in Waterbury. Students from Waterbury Public Schools performed in a 
concert beginning at 7:00 p.m. Student art work was displayed throughout the store beginning at 5:00 
p.m.  A video of the event will be made available on the district website at www.waterbury.k12.ct.us—

under a new video link.  (Coming soon!)  

Eighth graders at North End Middle School’s Gold House collected 1000 articles of non-perishable foodstuffs and health and 
beauty aids for the local food bank as a Day of Service in remembrance of the victims of 9/11. The students chose to do this 
after interviewing relatives who were adults that day about where they were and how it affected them. Many of these stu-
dents were not born yet or were just infants on 9/11 so the project enabled them to connect this historic day to their own 

lives.  



 

 

State Grants Awarded to the District 

Waterbury schools will receive $848,255 from the state to upgrade security at 28 schools. The funds will require 
a local match of $226,438 for a total project of $1,074,693. These funds will support further addition of cameras, 
card access, and panic alarms in our schools as well as the construction of interior vestibules at the main en-
trance of a number of our buildings. Safe schools training is also included. Security grants need to be expended by 

June 30, 2015 under current legislation.  
 
Waterbury’s  applications for 21st Century Learning Center after-school programs at Driggs and Wilson, and 
Tinker, Duggan and Hopeville, have been funded. The two programs will receive $180,000 each for the first year. 

The five-year grants are worth a total of $1,530,000 to Waterbury over the grant period. 
 
Waterbury was awarded a Primary Mental Health Program Grant for Wendell Cross and Duggan Schools. The 
amount we will receive has been reduced slightly from our request, due to a reduction of the total appropriations 

by the legislature.  Our budget has been adjusted to reflect the reduction.  
 
Walsh was selected to receive a wraparound grant for the 2014-15 academic year.  The award is a reflection of 
the strong proposal submitted by your team.  Walsh will receive $38,571 to implement the Primary Mental 

Health Project.    
 
Waterbury will also receive $200,000 for additional improvements to Walsh School.  
 
  For more information on state grants, please see page 11. 
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NEW PROGRAM FEEDS ALL STUDENTS 
 
A new federal program will allow Waterbury Public Schools to provide free meals this year to all students. 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is providing the funding for the program through the “Healthy, Hunger
-Free Kids Act of 2010.” Previously the program was offered to a limited number of school districts as a 
pilot program. This is the first year it was offered nationally.  Waterbury will receive funding for the pro-

gram for a minimum of four years and can reapply to continue receiving funding at the end of that time. 
 
Waterbury also initiate a new program called Breakfast in the Classroom last year. In four schools students 
receive breakfast in the classroom prior to the start of school work. Teachers have commented that it is a 
more relaxing way to start school. Many have assigned students to assist with passing out food and cleaning 

up afterwards.  



Staff Promoted, New Staff Hired   

News Briefs From Schools  
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Some of our students who participated in the Waterbury Hospital’s Summer Bridge program submitted photo-

graphs for a special display on August 29th that was part of the opening of the YMCA’s new Wellness Center.  
 
 
On October 17th our bilingual students from North End Middle School visited 
the State Capitol, Legislative Building and Museum. The students had a great 
experience learning important facts about our state and its history. Students 
also learned and role played the legislature process. It was a very positive learn-

ing experience for the students and parents who attended.  
 
The review of the Annual Report submitted for Gilmartin Pre Kindergarten has 
been completed by the National Association for the Education of Young Peo-
ple, better known as NAEYC, and the program’s accreditation has been main-

tained.  
 
 
Bunker Hill kindergarten stu-

dents helped welcome home Sgt. Shannon Togersen just before 
Veteran’s Day. The sergeant was returning from a tour in Af-
ghanistan. Sgt. Torgersen is the aunt of Bunker Hill kindergar-
ten student C.J. Gallgher, who did not know his aunt was back. 
She surprised him at school, then read a story to all of the kin-

dergarten students.  
 
 
 
On SAT Day, all high school students and students in 8th grade participated in either an SAT or the SAT Prep Assessment. 
Prior to the test day, parents were invited to attend a presentation for parents to ask questions and get more information.  

Additional information was available for all parents during Open House.   
 
  Continued on page 10 

   Every year staff is promoted or hire to fill positions that 
have become vacant through promotion, retirement or res-

ignation, and this year is no exception.  
   Congratulations to those in new positions, including: 
* Wendy Owen, Director of Special Education and Pupil 

Personnel Services 
* Pamela Baim, Instructional Leadership Director 
* Michelle Baker, Instructional Leadership  
Director  
* Steven Strand, Reading / Language Arts 7-12 
* John Reed, Science / Technology 
* Lori Peck, SVP Enlightenment and Excel (Interim) 
* Gwendolyn Rinaldi Gonzales, Principal, Alternative Educa-

tion 
* Sharon Walsh Dest, Special Education Supervisor 
* Monica O’Neil, Special Education Supervisor 

* Melissa Gilbert, Special Education Supervisor 
* Gregory Ziogas, Crosby Principal (Interim) 
* Lauren Elias, WAMS Principal 
* Nicholas Albini, Waterbury Career Academy VP 
* Michael LoRusso, Wallace Principal 
* Dr. Delia Bello-Davila, Bucks Hill Principal 
* Matthew Calabrese, Chase Principal 
* Michael Theriault, Driggs Principal 
* Robin Henry, Rotella Principal 
* Darlene Cofrancesco, Tinker Principal 
* Ellen Paolino, Walsh Principal 
* Jennifer Rosser, Wilson Principal 
 
In addition, former Hartford School Superintendent 
Steven Adamowski was named by the state to assist as 
“executive coordinator” to the Crosby High School 

Turn-Around Committee. 

Staff Promoted, Hired 



 

Hispanic Heritage Month Celebrations  
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Our schools have been celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month with a variety of activities, including family nights, 
school-day concerts, and special class projects that recognize the valuable contributions that have been made by 
those of Hispanic heritage.  Our nation has always been celebrated as one who welcomes individuals of all back-

grounds, and it is truly inspiring to see our students embrace and celebrate different cultures throughout the year.   

October Was National Principals Month 
The U.S. government has officially designated October as National Principals Month, sanction-
ing a full 31 days dedicated to thanking principals for their leadership in our schools. The Na-
tional Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) and National Association of Ele-
mentary School Principals (NAESP) have set up activities to provide more insight into the lives 
of school principals, including having members of Congress shadow principals in their home 
districts. They encourage you to thank principals in your own way, in addition to participating in 
a student video contest and more than 15 ways to celebrate. Research shows that effective 
leadership positively impacts student learning, and for that, we thank our principals who lead 
with integrity, creativity and wisdom. Learn more about National Principals Month. 



School Construction Projects 
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WALLACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
The new Wallace Middle School addition is now complete. The Board of Education will hold an official rib-
bon cutting and dedication ceremony prior to the Board workshop on November 25th.  The addition in-
cludes a new media center and a Staywell School-Based Health Center clinic that is shared with Crosby High 

School.  

KENNEDY HIGH SCHOOL  
 
Construction work is continuing on the addition to Kennedy High School, begun earlier this year. The addi-
tion will house an auxiliary gymnasium and classrooms. It will be connected to the high school through a sus-
pended walkway / corridor. As part of the project, some areas of the existing administrative and nursing area 

will be renovated. Total cost of the project is estimated at $23.2 million.  
 
Those driving on I-84 may notice the huge crane currently on site towering over the neighborhood.  
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WENDELL CROSS GOES GREEN  
Wendell Cross has taken another step forward in “going green” by “printing” its monthly newsletter 
online. Parents and other family members around the world can access the newsletter on the school’s 
website, thereby saving paper and allowing the publication to “print” in full color. Other flyers and hand-
outs will also be sent home via email. Wendell Cross has already been sending home weekly notices to 
parents through an e-mail blast from the school’s parent liaison, Margaret Rocco. This new step allows 

the school to save on labor as well as paper and toner.  
 
Parents who do not have access to the internet or who prefer to continue receiving a paper copy may 

notify the school of their preference.   

 

Mark McGrath, an ESL teacher at Walsh Elementary School, has created a web site that in-

cludes children's stories he has wri,en, along with lesson plans based on the Common Core, 

wri�ng �ps, and prompts for wri�ng stories. These stories are best for grades 2-4, but could 

be used as read-alouds for lower grades or for struggling readers in higher grades. "Henley 

the Hedgehog" is par�cularly good for teaching sequence and senses. "A Back Pack Full of 

Frogs" is about a boy who keeps breaking school rules. "Children of the Night" would be par-

�cularly good before Halloween. "The Bully Queen" deals with the issue of bullying, but from 

a story that's like a fairy tale. "Long Night" would be good before Christmas, and "Long Day" 

takes place on the longest day of the summer. Since both "Long Night" and "Long Day" both 

feature elves and have to do with the importance of playing, these would be good stories for 

students to compare. "Maria's Walkabout" is about a La�na girl who moves to America and 

learns to read and write so she can achieve her dream of becoming an author. If any teacher 

would like booklet-form copies to reproduce, he or she can contact Mr. McGrath. 

Catch Us Before We Are Famous—Teacher’s Web Site Features  

Stories for Young Children  

SECOND EXCHANGE WITH CHINA APPROVED  
Carrington School is hoping to host another visit from Qingdao Experimental Primary School this February. If all goes 
well, the visit may be followed up by a trip to China by Carrington students and staff during the school’s April break. 
The trip would include a visit to Beijing, the Terra Cotta Army and other historical and cultural sites. The school is 
currently trying to raise enough funds to offset the cost of the trip for students, estimated at about $2500 per student. 
Both groups of students will stay with host families, which greatly reduces the cost of travelling from one country to 

the other.  

Students honored veterans across the district in the 
days leading up to Veterans Day. Driggs School 
students held a special assembly, which included a 
demonstration on how to properly fold a flag. Stu-

dents later presented Veterans with paper poppies.  
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ALLIANCE GRANT FUNDING APPROVED  
 
Waterbury will receive nearly $20 million in funding through the Alliance District grant this year. The money will be 
used to fund administrative jobs created in the past two years (under previous Alliance District funding), including the 
four Instructional Leadership Director positions and supervisor of school turnaround position. This year’s plan will 
include several new positions such as literacy facilitators, tutors, math coaches, career aides, and a continuation of a 

STEM after-school program that was begun last year.  

CAPITOL PROJECTS AUTHORIZED 
 
Several capitol projects will be funded in the coming year, including:  

• Roof replacement at West Side Middle School 

• Repairs/upgrades to Crosby High School football field and track 

• Replacement of Crosby High School gym floor 

• New locks and security measures at city schools  

DISTRICT UP TO 19,000 STUDENTS—SPACE NEEDS STUDY PLANNED  
 
After plans for a new East End elementary school stalled, officials announced are hoping a new school needs 
plan may help solve an overcrowding issue that has continued to plague the district. While some schools ap-
pear to have space in certain classrooms, others are over-crowded, and students have been transferred out to 
other schools in order to keep classrooms below the limits required in the teachers contract. Those limits are 

18 for pre-K, 20 for kindergarten, 24 for first grade, 25 for second and third, and 28 for other grades.   
 
Waterbury has continued to add to its enrollment, even as other school districts around the state have been 

shrinking. Enrollment in 1995 stood at 14,290 in comparison to today’s figures of 19,000 plus. 

HISPANICS NOW IN MAJORITY IN CITY SCHOOLS 
The Hispanic population in Waterbury schools now holds a slim majority of the student population: 51.1% according 

to the official October 1, 2014 student enrollment.  

Watch the NEMS Band play the Star Spangled Banner  
and Blue Rock and the NEMS Chorus 
sing Frozen at the Hartford Wolf Pack Game! 
 
click the link's below: 
 
Star Spangled Banner 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vH7DkNRHFXM 
 
Blue Rock 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7_9NFp3_Gk 
 
Frozen 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BX4E56_w27U 

NEW WEBSITE ALLOWS VIDEO CLIPS 
 
The new district website allows shorter video clips to 
play easily from a file imbedded on the web page. The 
first video clip posted in this manner was the “Concert 
for Heroes” event at Raymour & Flanagan. Due t the fact 
that the web site only allows files no larger than 500 MB 
(about 25 minutes), the video of the concert was broken 

into three parts.   
 
We will continue to upload video when available.   
 
We will also begin posting video from schools that have 
been uploaded to youtube. Please contact Nancy 

Vaughan for more information on the process.  
 
nvaughan@waterbury.k12.ct.us   



236 Grand Street 
 Room 341 

Waterbury, CT 06702 

Phone:  203 573-6633 
Fax: 203 574-2801 

E-mail: 
nvaughan@waterbury.k12.ct.us  

WATERBURY 
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SCHOOL / 

COMMUNITY 

RELATIONS OFFICE  

See us on the web: 

www.waterbury.k12.ct.us  

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION—continued from page 4 
 
State law requires that students complete at least one-half credit course in civics and American 
government before graduating from high school. To assist in complying with this statute, the Judi-
cial Branch offers many resources—from having a judge speak to students in a school setting to 
providing the opportunity for students to visit the Supreme Court and meet a Supreme Court 
justice. These resources are available to schools free of charge. For more information, please 

contact the External Affairs office at external.affairs@jud.ct.gov or call 860-757-2270.   

Waterbury Parent Leadership Courses 
Schedule of Classes 

 
1. Parent Leadership Training Institute (PLTI) and Children's Leadership Training 
Institute (CLTI)  Boost your leadership skills and gain valuable training in advocacy, net-
working and community engagement.  (In order to enroll your child in CLTI, you must be 
enrolled in PLTI, as both run concurrently).  Saturday, Oct. 18 - 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m and 

each Monday evening from October 20, 2014 - March 9, 2015 - 5:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.   
  
2. Spanish People Empowering People (PEP)  a personal, family and community leader-
ship development program.  Wednesday evenings from October 8 - December 17, 2014 - 
5:00-8:00 p.m.   
  
3.  Parents Supporting Educational Excellence (PSEE)  Parents, grandparents and 
guardians learn tools to partner with schools and improve education for all chil-

dren.  Wednesday evenings from February 18, 2015 - May 20, 2015 - 5:00-8:30 p.m.    
  
4. Albanian People Empowering People (PEP) a personal, family and community leader-
ship development program offered in Albanian.  Wednesday evenings from March 4, 2015 

- May 20, 2015 - 5:00-8:00 p.m.   
  
All classes include: dinner, transportation assistance and childcare.  Limited to 25 

participants.  Held at Waterbury Hospital, 140 Grandview Avenue, Suite L-02.  
  
For application and additional information contact:  Angela Holmes, Youth Pipeline 
Coordinator, phone 203-573-7679 or email aholmes@wtbyhosp.org.  

Resource — Infographic on Parental Distraction 
Millennials get a bad rap for being too glued to their smartphones, but children 
ages 6-12 say their parents paying more attention to their phones than to them 
is an issue, as well. The popular children’s magazine, Highlights, conducted its 
annual State of the Kid survey and released findings in October. The survey 
asks children questions about topical issues, and this infographic displays their 
responses to the issue of parental distraction. We all know how important and 
effective face-to-face communication can be, but this perspective through the 
eyes of a child might hit home a little harder and encourage adults to put down 
the phone more frequently. 

Partnership Helps Kids With Disabilities Learn to Play 
A new effort has been launched to help children with developmental disabilities learn 
how to play with their toys. The program — a partnership involving Hasbro and The 
Autism Project — makes it possible for parents and caregivers to access the tools for 
eight of the toymaker’s classic toys for free online. The “ToyBox Tools” initiative in-
cludes a series of Mr. Potato Head videos introducing children to the toy, explaining 
how to assemble him in creative ways and showing how to play with him and other 
children. Autism Project officials say the initiative will have a "huge impact" because 
parents will feel more empowered to play with their children, and children will learn 
how to play at their own pace and learn important life skills. 


